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(including cultural resource surveys), conduct consultations with Federal agencies, the State of Nevada,
and tribal governments, and perform additional National Environmental Policy Act reviews as a basis for
final alignment selection and construction.  DOE would address the mitigation of potential impacts to
archaeological and historic sites during the identification, evaluation, and treatment planning phases of
the cultural resource surveys.

For existing highways and mainline railroads, the added traffic would be minimal and shipments of spent
nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste would be unlikely to affect land use, air quality, hydrology,
biological resources and soils, cultural resources, socioeconomics, noise and vibration, or aesthetics,
except as noted above. The analyses discussed in the preceding sections also determined that impacts to
these resource areas from construction and operation of a branch rail line in any of the five potential rail
corridors or construction of an intermodal transfer station and upgrading of highways in Nevada would be
low.

Because the analyses did not identify large impacts for railroad and highway transportation of spent
nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste in Nevada that would constitute credible adverse impacts on
populations, workers, or individuals, adverse effects would be unlikely for any specific segment of the
population, including minorities, low-income groups, and Native American tribes, except as noted above.
Chapter 4, Section 4.1.13.4, contains an environmental justice discussion of a Native American
perspective on the Proposed Action.
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